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To ensure universal health coverage, Georgia has implemented reforms of its health care system. A market based approach and privatization of public facilities were the major characteristics of the reform process. Because of a lack of strategic policymaking capacity, the reforms have not been successful and subsequent changes in the reforms have undermined the sustainability in health financing, efficiency, equity and quality of healthcare. Massive privatization of the health sector without effective regulatory mechanisms has led to an impending risk of market failure. To improve efficiency and effectiveness in the health care sector in terms of improving universal health coverage, healthcare quality, financial protection of the general population and sustainability in health financing, improvement in the regulatory framework and a public- private mix regulatory system is a priority.  These issues are of significant debate in the United States as well, and an Open World program in this sphere would allow for comparative development and use of best practices for health care policy makers and practitioners from both Georgia and the United States.  Such a program would explore how health care can be provided in a fair, efficient and equitable way. 

